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What are Sustainable Agricultural Practices?

3. Social Sustainability

3.1 Working conditions

S0C1. Provide a cordial and pleasant working environment, free of any type of

discrimination! and free of disciplinary practices.
3.2 Training S0C11. Support the training of farm employees and workers on all aspects of —
sustainable agricultural practices.
3.3 Local economy S0C12. Contribute to provide economic benefits to local communities. I_
I
4. Environmental Sustainability o
Item Principles
4.1 Soil ENV1. Maintain good soil fertility and prevent damage to the environment, soil e
erosion and pollution.
4.2 Water ENVZ. Properly manage and optimise water use. :
4.3 Biodiversity ENV4. Maintain or enhance biclogical diversity on the farm. e
nize
4.4 Air ENV5. Preserve or improve the air quality.
4.5 Climate change ENV6. Minimize adverse impacts on the global environment and climate change.
sk
4.6 Energy ENV7. Properly chose and use energy resources.
4.6 Waste ENV8. Use crop by-products as much as possible on the farm.




So what?

How to check, measure, compare and report about
Improvement?

1)Check if best practices are applied
- with internal compliance verification mechanism, or
- through third party verification, e.g. certification scheme)

2) Measure impact with consistent metrics for sustainability
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Assurad Food Standards (AFS)

Europzan Initiative for Sustainable Development in Agriculture (EISA)

Environmental Farm Plan Program {Canada EFF)
Fairtrade Standards {FLO)

Food Alliance

Global G.AP.

Rainforast Alliance Sustainable Agriculture Standard (SAM)
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Measuring and reporting about progress

Member companies asked SAI Platform to develop a
common balanced system of farm metrics and tools to help
farmers measure, understand, improve and report about
progress.

The Sustainability Performance Assessment (SPA)
Project — was launched, with phases | and Il

1.Started from our Principles and Practices
2.Analysed what was already available and in use.
3.Selected what was applicable: most simple, scientifically

sound, readily available@farm, measurable, comparable.




SPA Phase |

Example of indicators and metrics: for dairy

Discussion Paper: Measuring dairy farms’ overall sustainability — 22/11/10
Table 1: Overview of quantified sustainability indicators
Indicator Metrics Data derived from

Animal welfare and health (dairy)
body condition score, Welfare Quality estimated on farm (visual inspection)
Approach
space: m2 area per cow and space per measured on farm
animal at feeding fence

locomotion score estimated on farm

Hygiene (dairy)
Milk quality milk temperature measured on farm
substances in milk and somatic cell count measured on farm
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Example of tools: RISE

Sustainability pelygon for a farm in North East China with 35 cows on 1.4 hectares.
sustainability level on a scale from -100 (= poorest) to +100 (= best),
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