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Benchmarking Analysis of Different Standards

	Criteria
	4C
	Utz Certified
	SAI


	Rainforest Alliance
	NKG Standards and NKG Sustainability Index

	1. Freedom of Association and Collective Bargaining

Core elements:

- Right to organize and to collectively negotiate working conditions.

- No discrimination against members of unions or other worker organizations.


	Core elements are included

* Organization means trade unions for workers + for farmer cooperatives, associations…

Differentiation of workers and producers will be addressed by the indicators in respect to ILO Conventions. Make clear, that for workers this includes the right to found and to be represented by unions (“real unions”). Address indigenous organizations.

Reference to ILO Convention 87 and 98


	Core elements are included. 

Evidence that the employer supports freedom of association is a major must.

The right to perform collective bargaining is required.
	Core elements are included. 

Freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining shall be respected
	Evidence must exist that the producers has facilitated or allowed right to organize. 

Procedures must be in place so that the working population is aware that they can complain to SAN Members.

Producer must consult and inform workers about all technical or organizational changes. 

Reference to ILO Convention 87 and 98
	Partially included. Collective bargaining is not mentioned explicitly. 

Reference to “core ILO standards”. 

For small producers active participation in farmer associations is demanded.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Resources, information and institutional structures are available to improve representation of workers and farmers by their organization.  Collective bargaining results are applied to all workers

Yellow criteria: right to found, belong and to be represented by an independent organization of free choice is accepted and easy access to it exists.  Trade Unions are bargaining collectively


	12.F.7 (major):  The employment conditions are in accordance with all the national and local legislation and ILO conventions 87 (Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize Convention)

and ILO C98 (Right to Organize and Collective Bargaining). All employees are free to establish and to join, organizations of their own choice. There is evidence that the employer supports the establishment and/or there is no evidence that the employer blocks effective functioning of worker committees. 


	(3.7) 

-  Employees and workers have the right to form and join organizations or associations of their own choice without previous authorization.

- Employees and workers have the right to collective bargaining.

- A labor organization has the right to conduct their activities if employees and

workers wish so.


	3.3.1 The company or 

producer must guarantee

workers’ rights to

organize and voluntarily 

negotiate their 

working conditions. 

3.3.2 The company or producer must guarantee that it does not exercise pressure or coercion, threaten or intimidate workers interested in belonging to a union, association or any other type of labour organization.
	There are no specific indicators for big farms.

NKG indicators for small holders specifies that: 

9.1 The farm is member of a producer organization and actively participates in the activities of the organization.

	2. No Discrimination

Core elements:

- Related to sex, religion, nationality, political affiliation, ethic group, trade unions.


	Core elements included.

Requires positive action against discrimination. Absence of discrimination is there fore not sufficient.  

Reference is made to ILO Convention 111
	Core elements included.

Employment conditions must be in accordance with all the national and local legislation and ILO convention 111.


	Core elements are included. 
	Core elements included. 

Evidence must exist that the producer does not tend to hire or fire for discriminatory reasons. 

Reference to ILO Conventions 100 and 111


	Core elements included in standards and index. 

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Positive action programmes to secure equal rights are in place all along the chain.

Yellow criteria: Awareness to secure equal rights is raised and first steps to develop positive action programmes are taken.
	12.F.3 (major) The responsible person aware of the relevant national and local regulation on worker welfare issues can demonstrate awareness
and on-site access to current relevant national and

local regulations regarding:

- gross wages

- workers age

- working hours

- union membership

- anti-discrimination

- forced labor

- contract and wages

- leave

- maternity leave and medical care

- pension/gratuity


	(3.1)  - A safe working environment free

of any type of discrimination

shall be promoted.

Discrimination should be strictly prevented on the basis of ethnic groups, national origin, religion, disability, gender, sexual orientation, worker organizations or political affiliation with regard to contracts, compensation,

training, promotion, dismissal or retirement of its personnel.

(3.7) - Workers representatives must not be discriminated.


	3.2.1 No discrimination based on race, color or sex, religion, social origin, political position, nationality, affiliation with unions or other legal groups, sexual orientation or marital status is permitted in hiring and selecting workers.
	10.5 and 8.5:  no form of discrimination is tolerated by the farm management

	3. No Trafficking of persons


	Mentioned as one the unacceptable practices within the Code. (there are no specific indicators).
	Not included.
	Not included.
	Not included.   

The standards mention the prohibition of animal trafficking.
	Not included.

	         4. No Child labour

Core elements:

- Right to education

- Protection from risky activities.


	Core elements included

No difference between family farms and larger farms.

Requires active efforts from producers in order to encourage education of children. Absence of child labor is not sufficient.

(ref. ILO Convention 182)
	Core elements included

Requires evidence of awareness raising of farm management

and on site living parents if children do not go to primary school.


	Core elements included 

Monitoring of the situation of each child on the farm is required. Positive action to improve situation of children is required.  

Children are allowed to accompany their parents in the harvest period. 
	Core elements included

Includes detailed additional requirements for young workers between 15 and 18. 

 (Ref to national legislation and ILO Convention 138- recommendation 146 related to minimum age) 

	Core elements included

Monitoring of the situation of each child and individual measures to improve the situation required. 

Children are allowed to accompany their parents in the harvest period

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Children have the right to childhood and education.

Yellow criteria: Deliberate efforts to take off children from work and get them into education are visible.
	12.F.8 (major): The minimum workers age complies with all local and national legislation as well as with ILO convention 138 (Minimum Age Convention). Employment conditions respect ILO convention 182 (Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention). Children within the age of compulsory schooling must not be employed during school hours. 

Young workers (12-18) must not undertake hazardous work that jeopardizes their health, safety or morals. 

	(3.4)  - Children under the work minimum age referred by national laws can’t be recruited as permanent workers or day laborers.

- For cultural and socio-economic reasons, children under the work minimum age can accompany their parents during the coffee-harvesting period. It shall be ensured that they are not forced to work, do not work long hours and are not exposed to hazardous or heavy work.

- The problem of child labor should be taken care of and the individual situation of each child permanently living on the farm should be monitored.  All measures taken shall be designed to actually improve the living conditions of the individual child.


	3.2.4 The company or producer may not hire minors, as established by each country’s law for agricultural activities. Young workers (15-18) must not undertake hazardous work and the employer must keep a registry with personal and labour information. 

3.2.4 A  It is forbidden to contract minors under 14 years old. 
	6.1 No exploitative child labor.

6.2 Children have access to education

NKG indicators for small holders specifies that: 

5.1 No child labor except as part of family work and if access to education is facilitated.

5.2 Access to education is facilitated. If no schools are available, the producer organization aims to improve educational situation.

	5. No forced labor

Core elements:

- Forced labor is prohibited within the farms
	Reference is made to ILO Conventions 29 and 105


	Compliance with ILO Conventions 29 and 105 required.

In addition, workers

should not be required to lodge deposits or their identity papers with their employer and must

be free to leave their employer after reasonable notice.


	Not directly mentioned but set as: “Labor conditions should respect the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the fundamental principles of OIT”.


	Evidence should exist that the ILO Conventions 29 and 105 are respected.

	Not included

	Indicators
	There are no especific indicators.
	12.F.6 (major): The employer acts in accordance with local and national legislation and
ILO Conventions 29 (Forced Labour Convention) and

ILO 105 (Abolition of Forced Labour Convention).

There must be no use of forced, bonded or involuntary labor. Workers must not be required to lodge deposits or their identity papers with their employer and must be free to leave their employer after reasonable notice. 


	There are no specific indicators.
	3.2.5 Any type of forced labor is prohibited. The company or producer has to document and demonstrate compliance with the ILO Conventions.

	

	6. Written Contracts

Core elements:

- Workers receive written and legally registered labor contracts
	Included

Written contracts are required as green criteria. Informal contracts are allowed as yellow criteria but exact requirements are not specified. 


	Included, demanding that the responsible person can demonstrate awareness and on-site access to current relevant national and local regulations regarding contract and wages.


	Included.  To every extent possible work performed must be on the basis of recognized employment relationship established through National law and practice.


	Included.  Hiring should be done directly by the farmer, unless the subcontractor can demonstrate the required social and environmental behavior at the farm.


	Not a specific requirement

	Indicators
	Green criteria: All workers receive written and legally registered labour contract.

Yellow criteria: Informal but transparent terms of contract are used.
	12.F.3 (major): The responsible person aware of the relevant national and local regulation on worker welfare issues can demonstrate awareness
and on-site access to current relevant national and

local regulations regarding:

- gross wages

- workers age

- working hours

- union membership

- anti-discrimination

- forced labor

- contract and wages

- leave

- maternity leave and medical care

- pension/gratuity


	- Regular employment relationships should be established as far as possible.

- Working contracts or other appropriate working

relationships that are in accordance with national law should be established.


	3.2.1.H Contracts for each worker must include free time within the ordinary working day, number of paid vacation days and holidays.  Each worker should have at least a none working day per week.
	

	7. Working Hours 

Core elements:

- Based on national and international law


	Included

Overtime working should be remunerated
	Included.

Workers should not work more than 48 hours as the basic working week - outside peak harvest period.

Reference is made to  national and local legislation as well as to ILO convention 1.


	Included

Overtime working is remunerated and only done during the harvest peak.
	Included.  

The farm should have a social policy that includes the rights and duties of the employees.
	Included for larger farms but not for smallholders

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Overtime working hours are fully remunerated and only practiced during harvest.

Yellow criteria: Transparent working hour timetables exist and working hours are recorded effectively and individually.
	12.F.3 (major): The responsible person aware of the relevant national and local regulation on worker welfare issues can demonstrate awareness
and on-site access to current relevant national and

local regulations regarding:

- gross wages

- workers age

- working hours

- union membership

- anti-discrimination

- forced labor

- contract and wages

- leave

- maternity leave and medical care

- pension/gratuity


	(3.2) 

Daily working hours for registered employees do not exceed the maximum number of hours set by national regulations.


	3.2.1 F,G  The Certification Program allows a maximum of 48 working hours per week.  The system used for extra working hours must be documented.  Working extra hours should be voluntary, it should be paid in a higher rate than the normal salary and it can’t exceed 12 hours per day.
	8.3 Working hours are in line with national and international regulations.

	8. Occupational Health and Safety Conditions

Core elements:

- Avoid unhealthy working practices

- Access to medical services

- Access to potable water

- Training in health and safety issues


	Included
	Included.

Compliance with existing, current and relevant national and local regulations on worker health, safety and welfare issues need to be ensured.


	Included 
	Included
	Included. 

	Indicators
	Green Criteria: A monitoring system to assure proper health and safety conditions to workers exists.

Yellow criteria:  Procedures and equipment to avoid unhealthy and unsage working practices exist.
	12.A.1 (minor)
Risks for safe and healthy working conditions have been assessed based on national, regional and local legislation and sector-wide agreements (Preferably by independent qualified organizations). Risk assessment also to be done on historical data of accidents and health problems in the area. 

12.A.2 (minor):  There is a documented action plan that refers to the actions been taken to promote safe and healthy
working conditions with a responsible person. 

12.F.2 (Recom): Records show that the concerns of the workers about health, safety and welfare are being recorded in meetings planned and held at least twice a year between management and employees of the registered sites, at which matters related to the business and worker health, safety or welfare can be
discussed openly. 


	- Working conditions of decency and dignity should be provided to all workers regardless of their employment status.

- Permanent employees should be provided with basic training on the following items:

environmental protection; human health and hygiene; correct handling and

use of substances or materials that are hazardous or harmful for human

health; etc.

- Orientation of seasonal workers should be promoted on issues concerning health, hygiene and protection of the environment.


	3.4.1 The social policy 

of a company or  producer

must incorporate policy on

occupational health.

3.4.2 Workers must receive

 ongoing training and proper 

equipment for safe  handling

of agrochemicals, machinery

and farm equipment.
3.4.3 The company or

producer must provide

 workers with essential 

services and working

conditions that comply with

the necessary requirements 

for safety, health, order and

cleanliness.

3.4.4 Workers must have 

access to periodic medical 

examinations to ensure  their

physical capacity for certain 

jobs, such as  applying 

agrochemicals and using 

machinery and farm

equipment.
7.5.1  Potable water should 

be regularly monitored.


	7.1 Permanent access to safe drinking water.

7.2 Workers have access to basic health services.

7.3 People on the farm are trained in aspects related to hygiene and health.

NKG indicators for small holders specifies: 

6.1 Permanent access to safe drinking water and food.

6.2 Access to basic health services is facilitated. If there is no health post available, the producer organization aims to introduce one.

6.3 In case of emergency, transport is available to the nearest health post

	9. Living conditions

Core elements:

-Permanent and temporary workers that live at the farm should have adequate living conditions with basic services.
	Included.

Farmer organizations work toward improving living conditions of their members.

 
	Included.

Living quarters need to be habitable and basic services and facilities need to be ensured.


	Included.

Farms should facilitate adequate housing with hygienic sanitary facilities and potable water.
	Included.

The standards also consider the location of the housing.
	Included 

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Cooperatives, Unions and associations make available all defined living conditions to their members.

Yellow criteria: Cooperatives, Unions and associations make partly available defined living conditions and make continuous improvement.
	12.I.1 (major):  The living quarters for the permanent and seasonal workers on farm are habitable, with sound roof, windows and doors and have access to: water, dry and ventilated place to cook, dry place to eat, toilets and drains. 

	- Seasonal workers and their families should be provided with suitable sanitary facilities and drinking water in sufficient amounts.

- Seasonal workers and their families, living on the farm, have access to medical treatment, nutrition and accommodation.

- If needed, dignified housing free of charge or in accordance to local conditions should be provided.

- Suitable and hygienic facilities for the preparation, storage and consumption of food should be provided.


	3.5.1 Workers residing at the production unit must be provided with adequate housing and conditions for basic health.   Migrant or temporary workers must also be provided with adequate housing and basic services and healthy working conditions.

3.5.2 All workers and their families must have access to education, medical services, transportation to work and entertainment.
	10.1-2 Farm provides for adequate housing of people on the farm and access to hygienic sanitary facilities.

10.4 The farm provides adequate facilities for the consumption of food.

NKG indicators for small holders specifies that: 

8.1 Farm provides for adequate housing of people on the farm. If workers do not stay on the farm overnight, farm provides for adequate transport 

8.2 Farm workers have access to hygienic sanitary facilities



	10. Adult literacy is promoted.

Core elements:

- All farmers know how to read and write and have basic mathematical knowledge


	Included.

Workers are entitled to receive training to improve their skills and capacities including the support for basic education.
	Partially included.

Training and workshops should be supported and initiated


	Included

It should be promoted within all the individuals at the farm that do not know how to read and write.
	Partially included.  Reference is made to environmental education programs.
	Partially included in the index for small holders. 

	Indicators
	Green criteria: All workers are provided with access to relevant education and training to apply the Code.

Yellow criteria: Workers train their technical skills.
	12.G.4 (Recom.):  The farm or group of compliant farms motivates students who graduate from primary school to keep on studying and extends scholarships hereto;
supports and initiates initiatives for training and workshops and motivates alphabetization of its workers.
	The literacy of all individuals at the farm who are not able to read and write should be promoted.


	4.6.1 The company or

 producer must provide

 environmental education

 programs for

 administrative staff, field 

workers and their families.

These programs must include

 topics on environmental

 protection, health and

 hygiene, and gender,

 and be adapted to the

 culture, language and

 educational level of

 those involved.


	9.4 The producer organization offers basic training to its members.



	11. Market Information

Core elements:

- Access to market information

- Market transparency


	Included.

The coffee market information should be available to common code suppliers and  buyers


	Not included specifically but dealt with through Utz Certified’s general procedures and marketing services.
	Included.

Farmers or farmer associations should have access to market information in order to be updated with the actual tendencies.

It does not refer to market transparency
	Not included
	Not included

	Indicators
	Green criteria: All actors along the chain provide logistics and access to technical as well as administrative means to bring a quality product to the market.

Yellow criteria: Information on market and coffee specifics is available to all actors along the chain.
	There are no specific indicators.
	(1.4)  

- Coffee producers should have access to required know-how and essential support services such as extension, financing and market information.

- Producers should get access to short and long-term credit provided by reliable sources in adequate conditions.

- In view of price volatility, instruments and tools allowing an improved management of price risk should be used.

(2.2) 

- Coffee producers should stay informed about the evolution and fluctuations of the green coffee market in order to be able to sell green coffee when it is most favorable.

- Producers should get access to market information and look for advice on how to interpret such information in order to derive relevant trends.


	
	

	12. Product quality 

Core elements:

- Refers to best agricultural practices.

- Product complies with national and international export standards.

- Quality of the product

reduce defects

- Prices reflect the quality produced
	Included
	Not included directly.

However, quality aspects of the product are covered through numerous technical requirements and recommendation. Furthermore quality aspects are part of Utz Certified’s system procedures.
	Partially included

Takes into consideration aspects of food safety.  In reference to prices, takes into account the economic viability but does not make specific reference to prices.

Green coffee shall be of good quality meeting widely accepted standards and specifications, e.g. the minimum requirements defined  in the ICO’s coffee quality improvement quality (ICO resolution 407).


	Not included as part of the standards
	Quality is not part of sustainability standards.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Monitoring of performance is in place at all levels in the chain –  the information is shared and used for improvement process.  The measurement of product quality is done at the export side and complies explicitly with good agricultural practices and national and international export standards.

Yellow criteria: Monitoring is in place but sometimes limited to certain levels or aspects.  Actors along the chain develop and implement a system to comply with Good Agricultural Practices in coffee production and national as well as international export standards.
	- There should be well-maintained and clean facilities for green coffee processing. 

- Green coffee should be stored in a clean and ventilated environment.

- When using bags, these should be dry, clean, sound, food-grade

and strong jute or sisal. Old bags should be cleaned thoroughly before using them for storing green coffee.

- Containers for green coffee transport should be in adequate conditions.

- The staff involved in harvesting and post harvest treatment of green coffee is properly trained in aspects relevant to food safety and coffee quality at their level of action.


	- Uneven or high moisture contents of green coffee should be avoid when drying.

- Green coffee of different quality should be separated on the farm as well as during subsequent stages of coffee processing, storing and transport.

- Defects and foreign matters should be removed as far as possible.

- Green coffee shall meet the

aspects of food safety and quality assuring conditions and practices that preserve the quality of food avoiding any contamination and

food-borne illnesses during

production, processing,

packaging, handling, storage or preparation. 

- Cherries should be harvested at the peak of maturity; cherries picked from the ground

shall never be mixed.  Cherries should be processed at least at the same day.

- Dry coffee cherries should be dried timely and properly.

- Coffee should be stored separately.
	
	

	13. Traceability

Core element:

- A chain of custody is implemented.
	Not included
	Included.

A documented traceability system has been put in place that allows the Utz Certified registered product to be traced back to the registered post harvest processing unit and to the farm where it has been grown.


	Not included
	Included.
	Not included

	Indicators


	
	1.A (major):  There is a documented traceability system that allows Utz Certified registered product to be traced back to the registered post harvest processing unit and to the farm or homogeneous group of farms where it has been grown, and tracked forward to the immediate customer. 
	
	9.2.1 The company or producer must demonstrate to the certification program that products from uncertified farms are processed and packed separately from products from certified farms. The certified origin of all products from certified farms must be identified on the products where possible, as well as in any accompanying documentation.


	

	14. Equitable Relationships

Core elements:

- Business relationships facilitate joint action and provide a secure environment for investments”.


	Included

(ref. UN Convetion on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods)

Inmoral transactions in business relations according to international covenants, national law and practices are considered an unacceptable practice within the Code.
	Not included
	Not included
	Not included
	Not included

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Business partners are taking joint action for improvement and enable mid or long term investments.

Yellow criteria: Pilot projects are implemented jointly with investment of all partners involved.
	
	
	
	

	15. Community Relationships

Core elements:

- Farms being managed through sustainable principles contribute to the development of their communities.
	Not included.
	Not included.
	Included.  The production and commercialization of green coffee should contribute to improve the economic situation of the producers and bring benefits to their local communities.
	Farmers should contribute to the community development
	Not included.

	Indicators
	
	
	3.9 

- Preference should be given to local communities with regard to recruitment of permanent and temporary personnel, thus contributing to the build-up of

sustainable livelihoods.

- The producer should strive to be an active member in the community trying to contribute to its further development.

- There should be collaboration with the local community on aspects of environmental

protection, health and safety, as well as basic professional training.

- A continuous dialog with the local community should be established, in order to share the experience gained with the implementation of the present norms.


	4.1.1 During the process 

of planning new production 

 areas or infrastructure, 

the interests of community 

groups and local inhabitants 

must be considered in 

matters that directly affect 

their quality of life.
4.3.1 The company or

producer must contribute to

the development of 

neighboring communities

and gives community 

members first priority when

hiring labor. 

4.5.1 The company or

producer must contribute

to the protection of

community watersheds

and forests, collaborate

 in the development of the

local economy and accept a

 fair share of the costs of

community infrastructure

(schools, roads,

aqueducts, etc.).
	

	16. Diversified shade

Core elements:

- Minimum number of trees and different species per hectare

- Presence of native species


	Not included.
	Included but only in terms of preferred native species of shade trees.
	Included but not specified in terms of minimum number of trees. The standards promote the use of native species and allow compensation with ecological compensation zones.  Pruning should not affect the reproduction process neither the habitat of the different species.
	Included with specific requirements: minimum of 70 trees per hectare, and 12 native species.  Farms should have at least two different tree’s stratus). Pruning should be planned, shade trees should give at least 40% shade.

Allows exceptions for regions where coffee is traditionally not produced under shade.


	Included with specifications in different evaluation categories, allows compensation with ecological compensation zones. 

	Indicators
	
	13.B.6 (minor):  Native tree species must be preferred as shade for the coffee. 

13.B.7 (Recom): Native trees should be planted within and around the coffee to provide fruit, timber and wildlife habitat,
especially in the case where coffee plantations are

not shadowed.


	Shade trees of different, preferably native species should be used. Alternatively significant forest areas as ecological compensation zones should be established or maintained.

Shade trees should be pruned without adversely affecting their reproductive process and the habitat they provide for plants, animals and insects.

- Shade trees and nitrogen binding leguminous cover plants should be used as far as possible.


	1.2.5  In those regions where coffee has traditionally been cultivated beneath shade trees, producers must maintain or establish a canopy cover of mixed native trees.

• The shade must be diversified with at least 12 species of native trees, and the species must be well distributed around the farm.

• The density of shade tree species must be at least 70 trees per hectare.

• Emergent trees must be present and well distributed throughout the farm.

• The shade must have diverse structure, with at least two strata present.

• Enough of the shade tree must be evergreens (non-deciduous) to provide continuous habitat, enrich the soil, help control erosion and help reduce unwanted, ground-level plant growth.
	- Full Shade ( at least 40% Density; ca. 40-80 trees per hectare; at least four different spe​cies, out of these at least two native) or 20% or more of gross area are eco​logi​cal compen​sation zones (These areas are suf​fi​ciently linked by Bio​logical Corridors), gets 10 points.

- No sufficient efforts undertaken to im​prove shade or 5% or less of  gross area are eco​logical com​pen​sation zones, gets 0 points.

(Farm can get points in between).  

	17. Conservation of Wildlife and protection of endangered species

Core elements:

- Wild species and their habitats are protected

-Hunting is prohibited

- Cutting primary forest is forbidden
	Cutting of primary forest or destruction of other forms of natural resources that are designated by national and / or international legistlation is considered an unacceptable practice within the Code.

	Included.

Requires effective measures which restrict hunting or commercial collection of flora

and fauna.


	Included. 

Renovate degraded areas is also required.  The creation of biological corridors is promoted.


	Included

Very detailed standards.  Besides protection of the species and their habitats, vegetation barriers between the crops and the human activity areas and the environmental training to the farm workers are very important.  Reforestation and recovery of natural ecosystems programs (including maps) should exist.


	Partially included. Focused on shade, buffer zones and ecological compensation zones. 

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Self-initiated conservation action or participation in nature conservation plans and programmes takes place.  Native flora is protected and enhanced.

Yellow criteria: Demarcation and signage of coffee farms to protect wildlife and endangered species. Native flora on the farms and its biotopes is identified and biotopes are inventorized
	13.B.2 (major):  Deforestation of Primary Forest is prohibited, whereas justified cutting for domestic use of primary forest

only under management plan is possible.  Deforestation of secondary forest is not allowed without compensation or a recovery plan.

13.B.3 (Recom.):  All areas in the farm not suitable for coffee

production should be reforested.

13.B.4 (Minor):  All forest patches not used for coffee plantations

should be conserved. 


	- The farmer should contribute to the creation of a diverse landscape that serves as wildlife habitat and as a migration corridor for birds, other animals and insects.

- Areas of high ecological value located on the farm should be protected, such as streams, wetlands and forests, via the minimization of human intervention and the

implementation of measures for the conservation of biodiversity, soil, water, flora and fauna in those areas. Such areas need connecting in order to create biological corridors that enable the migration and the exchange of species.


	1.1.1 Existing remnants of natural ecosystems (ponds, lakes, rivers, streams, forest areas or others) must be demarcated, protected, conserved and restored.

1.1.2 New production units must not be established in areas with primary forest or advanced stages of secondary forest.

2.1.2 When production units contain several fragments of forest, they must be united by a greenway or forested

corridor. 
Strategies must be 
2.2.1   Strategies must be established to protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats.

2.2.2 No hunting, fishing or extracting flora and fauna is permitted with respect to endangered species or species threatened with extinction, except in cases where individuals are from registered breeding programs or plant nurseries managed in compliance with pertinent local and international laws.


	See criteria # 16, 23 and 24.

	18. Use of agrochemicals

Core elements:

- Minimize quantity and toxicity of agrochemicals 

- Promotion of integrated pest management.

- Prohibition of the

internationally recognized “most hozardous” chemical pesticides)
	Use of pesticides and the effect on human health and on the environment is minimized.
	Evidence must be made available to prove implementation of IPM techniques, where technically feasible.

All crop protection product application records include a lot of details.


	Included.  

The use of agrochemicals should be justified and the farm should create favorable conditions for natural pest’s enemies.
	Included. 

Use of pesticides class 1 and 2 has to be well documented and justified.  The farm has to demonstrate rotation and reduction of agrochemicals.  


	Included. 

Refers specifically to pesticides class 1 and 2.  


	Indicators


	Green criteria: Use of Integrated Pest Management (as defined precisely).

Yellow criteria: WHO I / II / FAO code recommendations; spray after monitoring ( to be defined precisely
	8.A.1 (major): All crop protection product inputs are documented
and include written justifications, target and intervention thresholds.

8.A.2 (minor):  Evidence is available to prove research and

implementation of IPM techniques, where technically

feasible.

8.B.3 (major): All the crop protection products applied are officially registered or permitted by the appropriate governmental organization in the country of
application. 

8.B.6 (major):  The documented crop protection product application records confirm that no crop protection product
banned in the EU, USA and Japan has been used within the last 12 months on the crops grown under Utz Certified destined for sale within the EU (i.e. EC Prohibition Directive List - 79/117/EEC and amendments), USA ( EPA) and Japan. 


	Collateral effects on soil fertility, when using agrochemicals as well as fertilizers and pesticides should be minimized.

- Fertilization should be done –as much as possible –according to soil analysis and yield expectations.

- Agricultural inputs should be used in a precise manner, based on the careful evaluation of all relevant factors, including if possible soil analysis.

- Crop protection should be done through an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach that puts the emphasis on mechanical and biological means of control.

- If the use of agrochemicals is necessary, they should be used in a manner that is appropriate for coffee and for the reason of treatment.

- Only agricultural inputs of lowest toxicity possible should be used.

- Any agricultural inputs that are banned in the country of operation or by  international agreement should not be used or stored in the farm.

- Favorable conditions for natural enemies of frequent pests and diseases of coffee plants should be created.
	5.1.1. Control of pest

populations must be based on ecological principles that give priority to the use of physical, mechanical and biological practices and the reduction of agrochemical use.


5.1.2 The company or producer must implement a pest monitoring and evaluation system to determine the use of chemical controls.

5.1.3 The production unit

 must implement a

 verifiable program for crop

 rotation and reduction of 

chemical products.

5.2.1 Synthetic chemical products used by the production unit must be registered for use on the crop. 

5.2.2 Chemical products prohibited by international agreements may not be used, including the “Dirty Dozen”, products banned by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), and any products whose license for the crop is no longer valid.

	- No pesticides of class 1 or 2 should be used.  The overall quantity of pesticides applied should be as low as possible. 



	19. Application of agrochemicals 

Core element:

Field workers have received adequate training and use of protective clothing
	Not included.
	Included.

Required annual health checks for workers undertaking crop protection product applications. They also need to be equipped with suitable protective clothing.

	Included.  Effective measures should be taken to protect workers´ health. 
	Included with very specific details about suitable people that can apply agrochemicals, documented trainings and about adequate equipment: work cloth, vinyl back protector, mask with filter, gloves, boots, hat and protection glasses.
	Not included.

	Indicators
	
	6.B.1 (minor):  Documentary evidence must be available that
demonstrates training and competence of the technically responsible person on the farm to estimate quantity and type of fertilizer (organic and inorganic) to use.

12.D.1 (Recom.):  Records of health checks within the last 12 months are available for workers who undertake crop protection product applications, including analysis of blood samples specifically for crop protection product residues.
12.D.3 (major):  There are available and in a good state of repair, complete sets of protective clothing, e.g. rubber
boots, waterproof clothing, protective overalls, rubber

gloves, face masks etc. which enable crop protection

product label instructions to be complied. 


	- Effective measures should be taken to protect health and safety of farm workers who handle or are exposed to agrochemicals.


	5.5.1 Agrochemicals may

 only be applied by trained

 persons deemed physically

 suited for this type of work 

by medical tests.

5.5.2 Application must be carried out using correct dosages and equipment (including personal protective gear).
5.5.3 Agrochemical application must comply with all procedures necessary for the safety of workers, communities and the environment, including restricted access periods stipulated by the USEPA.

5.5.4 
Showers and dressing rooms must be available for workers, along with one area exclusively for washing personal protective gear and another for washing application equipment.

5.5.5  
Application of fungicides to control post-harvest diseases must avoid contaminating the environment and adversely affecting workers.  Measures must be taken  from adverse effects of aerial fumigation.


	

	20. Storage of Agrochemicals

Core elements:

- Specific infrastructure

-Agrochemicals are stored separately from other products
	Not included.
	Included.

Stored apart and separate in a well-ventilated area.


	Included but not very specific (Agrochemicals have to be stored separately from other agricultural products and forbidden agrochemicals must not be stored). 


	Very specific, including the building of special infrastructure, precise definition of distance to living areas, ventilation of storage rooms, safe measures and transport of agrochemicals)


	Included in a general way, storage should be adequate.

	Indicators
	
	8.G.1 (minor): The crop protection product storage facilities comply with all the appropriate current national, regional and local legislation and regulations.
8.G.2 (minor): It is built in a manner, which is structurally sound, secure under lock and key, with sufficient ventilation and Illumination.
8.G.3-4 (minor):  It is built of materials that are fire resistant and located in a separate air space independent from other materials.

8.G.6-7 (minor): It has an spillage retention system and the crop protection product measuring / mixing area has standardized measuring equipment to assure accuracy of mixtures. 

8.G.8 (minor): It has emergency facilities to deal with operator contamination and accidental spillage. 

8.G.10 (minor): physical access is only granted to people who can demonstrate formal training in the safe handling and use of crop protection products. 

8.G.11 (minor):  There is a visual, permanent and complete accident
procedure with emergency  contacts and basic steps of

primary accident care.


	• Any toxic agricultural input should be stored separately on the farm.


	5.4.1 Agrochemicals must be stored in areas exclusively designated and designed for this purpose.  The storage area must be located at prescribed distances from buildings, houses, rivers and other water sources, protected areas and storage areas for fuels and lubricants.

5.4.2 Agrochemical storage areas must be designed so as to reduce the risk of accident and adverse impacts on human health and the environment.

5.4.3 Handling of agrochemicals in storage areas must follow strict safety standards ensuring that workers are protected and the environment is not harmed.


	There are no specific indicators.

	21. Management of soil fertility

Core elements:

- Based on soil analysis

- Erosion is prevented

- Maintenance of soil cover
	Soil conservation practices are in place.

	Included.

Techniques need to be applied which maintain soil structure.

In addition, there is visual or documented evidence of cross line techniques on slopes, drains, sowing grass or green fertilizers, trees and bushes on borders of sites etc.

Furthermore, it needs to be demonstrated that the needs of the crops are met whilst maintaining soil fertility, through a documented crop fertilizer program, routine soil and/or foliar analysis, and previous application records or other technically valid justifications, with specific consideration to the use of Nitrates.
	Included with detailed recommendations for erosion prevention and improvement of soil fertility based on soil analysis and production expectations.  Farms should have soil cover all year around.

 
	Included.  Emphasis is given to erosion control; conservation of fertility and it also takes into account the analysis of new areas of production in terms of soil quality. Prohibits the use of soil disinfectants.
	Included with several indicators regarding soil cover, erosion prevention and fertilization according to soil analysis.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Full implementation and periodical review of the soil management plan.  Apply fertilizers according to the need of the crop (e.g. based on expected yield) derived from monitoring and soil and plant analysis, encouraging the use of organic material without depleting nutrient stocks in other areas.

Yellow criteria: Assessment of management options, preparation of a soil management plan in line with conservation agriculture, start implementation with measures of highest priority.

Fertilizing based on standardized prescriptions.
	6.A.1 (minor): The technically responsible person on a farm or
group of compliant farms is able to demonstrate that fertilizers are applied judiciously through a

documented crop fertilizer program. This may include routine soil and/or foliar analysis, previous application records, or other technically valid justifications on the basis of crop needs to prevent over-fertilization with specific consideration of the use of nitrates.

5.B.1 (Recom.): Techniques have been used where proven to improve or maintain soil structure, and to avoid soil compaction.

5.C.1 (minor):  There is visual or documented evidence of mulching, cross line techniques on slopes, drains, sowing grass or green fertilizers, trees and bushes on borders of sites, etc.
	- Agricultural inputs should be used in a precise manner, based on the careful evaluation of all relevant factors, including if possible soil analysis.

- The restoration of vegetation should be promoted in degraded areas that have been prone to loss of fertility or soil erosion, preferably by using native species.

- The soil should have a

vegetative cover all year long. 


	8.2 A soil conservation plan to minimize erosion must be implemented. The plan must

consider the topography, type of soil, climatic conditions and agricultural practices of the Area:

• It should promote the conservation of soils by way of windbreaks, vegetative barriers, cover crops and contour and terrace planting must be employed where conditions warrant.

• It should promote the use of cultural practices in order to control weeds.

• It should document and control those practices that in some way further erosion and other forms of degradation.

8.3 A  The producer should develop a fertilization program based on analyses of foliage and soils.


	4.1 Measures should be implemented to prevent erosion.

4.2 The soil cover is measured (more than 90%, between 50 and 90%, less than 50%).

4.3-4.4 Soil analysis must be done at least every three years (total acidity and content of organic matter are the main indicators).



	22. The use of organic matter is promoted

Core element:

- Recycling of the organic materials from the farm. 
	Organic matter management is in place
	Included.

Organic by-products should be used on the farm as fertilizer.


	Included. Promotes composting by-products of coffee production and processing. 


	Included (the use of organic matter is not obligatory).
	Included with emphasis of pulp recycling.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Proper use of organic matter to replace other inputs.

Yellow criteria: Reuse and recycle organic matter..


	6.F.3 (Recom.):  Organic by-products are used on the farm as fertilizer.


	All organic material from the farm that is not being used for any specific activity to the field either directly or after processing (compost, etc) should be returned to the soil.


	6.3.1 The production unit must give priority to composting of organic waste as a treatment system.  

8.3 Farm management practices must promote the conservation and recuperation of the soil's fertility, quantity of organic material, biological activity, and structure.
	3.1 Coffee pulp should be recycled.

	23. Conservation of water resources

Core elements:

- Prevention of water pollution

- Water is not wasted.
	Water resources are conserved concerning quality and quantity aspects.
	Storage of agricultural products should prevent water pollution.

Use of sustainable sources is required.


	Included with comprehensive recommendations: reduction of water use, prevention of water pollution and adequate management of sewage and gray water.
	Included with comprehensive recommendations as SAI standards, and also takes into consideration water monitoring and management of underground water
	Included.  Emphasis is given to buffer zones protecting natural water resources and takes into account the awareness of the farmers with regard to water use and water protection.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Enhancement of water replenishment capacity / quality / water saving technology.

Yellow criteria: Implementation of water conservation practices.
	6.E.6 (major):  All inorganic fertilizers, i.e. powders, granules or liquids are stored in a manner which poses minimum risk of contamination to water sources.

6.F.1 (minor):  If organic manure is stored on the farm, the storage should be designed to minimize risk of contaminating water sources from rainfall run-off , at least 25 m from direct water sources such as surface water.
7.B.1 (Recom.) The most efficient and commercially practical water delivery system has been used to ensure the best utilization of water resources.
7.C.2 (minor): Risks of water pollution or contamination by irrigation/fertigation are
assessed annually.

7.D.1 (minor) The irrigation water has been extracted from sustainable sources that supply enough water under normal (average) conditions.

	- The volume of water used to irrigate plantations via the application of proper techniques should be minimized.

- The volume of water used in wet processing of coffee via the application of efficient technologies and recycling of water should be reduced.


	7.2.1 Reduced water use

 and reutilization must be

 promoted.

7.3.1 No contaminating

 substances may be

 dumped into bodies of

 water, with special attention

 given to agrochemicals, fuels

 and lubricants.

7.5.1 The quality of drinking water must be ensured by periodically monitoring its physical, chemical and biological characteristics. 

7.6.1 An environmental management program must be established in production units using underground water to protect this resource.


	2. 1 The farm should monitor water use in coffee processing in terms of quantity (from <4 l/kg green coffee to >20 l/kg green coffee)



	24. Buffer zones at natural waterways

Core elements:

- No crops are planted at the edge of waterways

- Natural vegetation or specific kind of plants protect the natural waterways
	Not included
	Included, but does not mention specific guidelines for buffer zones.
	Included but not specified. Preferentially native species should be used. 
	Included with specific guidelines.
	Included.

	Indicators
	
	13.B.8 (minor): Native vegetation is allowed to grow along streams to control erosion, filter out agrochemicals and protect wildlife habitat.


	- Buffer zones adjacent to waterways, preferably with native species should be planted, maintained or restored.


	7.1.1 Buffer zones must

 be established along

 rivers, lakes, streams

 and springs (minimum of

 10m of both sides

 without cultivation of

Coffee).   The course

of the natural water network

 must not be altered.


	2.3 There should be buffer zones adjacent to waterways with no coffee production (5 m of both sides).

	25. Waste water management

Core element:

- Waste water from all activities at the farm receives treatment
	Waste-water management is in place.
	No use of untreated sewage water. 


	Included with several guidelines regarding processing and other farm activities (gray water and sewage).  Superficial and underground water should be protected from being polluted. 


	Included.  All waste water generated from farm activities should receive treatment.  Monitoring of waste water is also required.
	Included with reference to coffee processing, requires water analysis.



	Indicators
	Green criteria: Minimization of discharged load of contaminants.

Yellow criteria: Recycling and reuse of treated waste water.
	11.B.1 (recom.): All possible waste products and sources of pollution (including gray and black waters, fuels and lubricants, fertilizer excess, exhaust smoke for heating units etc.) produced by the farm processes and the post harvest treatment operation have been catalogued and documented.
	- The pollution of waterways on or near the farm should be prevented or minimized where unavoidable.

- The discharge of untreated farm activity effluents into natural

superficial waters should be avoid.

- Other existing or potential sources of pollution, such as sewage should be properly managed, in order to prevent the pollution of superficial and underground water.

- Availability and functioning of septic tanks or other alternative and appropriate means for the treatment of human excrements, should be assured.


	7.4.1 All residual waters 

generated by the activity 

must be treated using clean

technologies.

7.5.1 The monitoring system for residual waters must indicate pollution levels. The monitoring system must be consonant with the intensity and size of the production system and existing ecological resources.


	2. 2 The quality of water effluents (processing station) should be evaluated in terms of COD. (not required for small holders).

	26. Waste management 

Core elements:

- Recycling

- Reduce

- Reuse

- Visual cleanliness


	Safe waste (including packaging) management is in place.
	Calls for a documented plan to avoid or reduce wastage and pollution, and its implementation. 

Coffee by-products such as pulp, hull, husk and parchment shall be reused as fertilizer, mulch or energy source.
	Included but emphasis on processing and harvest. Promotes the three basic principles: reduce, reuse and recycle.  Inorganic waste that cannot be recycled should no be burned.
	Included, emphasis is given for an integrated waste management of all kinds of generated waste.  Farms should be clean and the final waste disposal should reduce pollution risks for the environment and human health.
	Included at processing and farm level.  Visual cleanliness of the farm is also important.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Minimize waste generation, maximize reuse and recycling and ensure safe disposal of waste.

Yellow criteria: Recovery, segregation and safe treatment of hazardous waste; farmer - municipality – supplier.
	11.C.1 (Recom.): There is a comprehensive, current, documented plan to avoid, reduce or recycle waste to minimize land filling and burning of waste.

11.C.2 (Recom.): There are visible actions and measures that confirm that the objectives of the waste and pollution action plan, is being carried out on the farm and in the post-harvest treatment operation.


	The farmer should continuously reduce, reuse and recycle the quantity of waste and byproducts that are produced on the farm.

Inorganic waste that is not recyclable, including chemical and toxic substances should not be burned. It shall be handled appropriately.


	6.1.1 Production units must

have a plan aimed at

reducing residues or waste

 and for replacing production

systems that generate waste 

contaminating the 

environment or harmful to the health. 

6.2.1 The company or 

production unit must 

implement strategies for 

reusing waste whenever 

possible. 

6.3.2 A system must be implemented in the production unit to recycle non-biodegradable waste such as plastic, paper, wood, metal and glass.

6.4.1 The production unit must be kept clean and free of accumulations of waste of all types, including scrap, domestic waste and litter.

6.5.1 The final disposal of waste generated by production activities must be aimed at reducing the risks of environmental contamination and harm to human health.


	3.2 Waste management should be done considering the 3 principles (recycle, reuse and reduce). 

For small holders:

4.4 Visual Cleanliness of the farm (separate storage areas for waste)

	27. Use of energy

Core element:

- Use of renewable energy
	Preferential use of renewable energy.
 
	Solar means for coffee drying shall be used wherever possible.

In addition, if fire woods are used as fuel for coffee drying, it should come from managed woodlots or pruning from within the farm itself and not from native forests, unmanaged community forests watersheds or protected areas.

Furthermore, a system measuring the use of energy should be in place and documentary evidence should exist which shows an efficient use of energy in the whole post harvest treatment process.


	Promotes the use of renewable energy.  Adequate energy use should contribute to avoid air pollution (firewood might only be used when it is unavoidable).


	Not included. 
	Not included in the index for small holders.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Maximization of renewable energy sources without surpassing their regeneration capacity is evident.  Energy use is minimized.

Yellow criteria: Managements options for use of renewable energy are assessed, and implementation according to priority for the replacement of fossil with renewable energy is started.  Use of energy is regularly evaluated.
	11.A.1 (minor): Coffee by-products must be re-used as fertilizer, mulch or energy source or sold. Parchment can be burned as energy source for machine drying or energy source, it cannot be burned as waste.

13.C.1 (minor) : A system measuring the use energy is in place. 

13.C.2 (minor):  Documentary evidence exists showing an efficient use of energy in the whole post harvest treatment process.
	- The producer should strive to reduce the use of non-renewable sources of energy and increase the use of renewable sources of energy.

- Firewood can be used only if it is unavoidable and comes from well-managed sources like shade trees, specific (fast growing) trees planted for this purpose or reforested areas, or from pruning residues only. (The use of firewood from natural forests is forbidden).


	
	5.2 Measures to continuously reduce energy use and replace non-renewable energy sources with renewable energy are implemented.



	28. Management Plan to comply with sustainable standards

Core element:

- Plan and registration of activities


	A management plan is transparently developed and applied by the actors along the chain (how to comply with the code).

Regional specification / specification in production systems!

	Included.

The farm management plan should include water management, waste management and wildlife conservation management.


	Included. 

Requires a management system at the farm level.

Responsibilities have to be defined within the management plan.
	Requires management system to comply with RA standards at farm level.

Internal audits are required.
	Not included in the index but in the NKG standards.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Practical Management Plans are agreed upon and understood by all actors and being implemented.

A management plan on producers´ level should be defined.

Yellow criteria: Management plans suitable for verification are jointly being developed and tested.
	2.B, C and D (major). There is documentary evidence that the internal selfinspection has been carried out, that the Utz Certified Checklist has been completed and documented and effective corrective actions are documented and have been implemented. 
	The farm should dispose of a functioning sustainability

management system, geared towards continuous improvement of the production practices over time.

Responsibilities within the farm’s management system should be clearly defined.

People working on the farm should be aware of the relevance of their co-operation and responsibility in the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the farm.


	9.1.1 The company or producer must draft and document a plan for planning and implementation of the standards proposed by the certification entity, detailing the objectives, goals, those responsible and a timetable of activities to be carried out in the production unit to improve socio-environmental conditions in the short, medium and long term.

9.2.1 The company or producer must implement a monitoring system (internal audit) of socio-environmental impacts. The complexity of this system should be in keeping with the magnitude or intensity of the production systems and of the existing natural and human resources.

9.2.2 The monitoring and evaluation system must be periodic and must provide sufficient information to implement the farm management plan.
	There are no specific indicators.

	29. Economic sustainability

Core elements:

- Financial management at all levels (accounting)

- Profitability of the business
	Partially included.  

Cooperatives / exporters / associations improve capacity of producers and smallholders to have (appropriate / adequate / unrestricted) access to market information, training, financial credit and supply of inputs.
	Included.

Aspects of economic sustainability are part of UC’s general procedures and implementation phase, such as support at the point of trading. 


	Very important aspect.  Farmers should know about their costs, have market information, be able to select an adequate marketing chain and have a good financial management (in case of cooperatives) and have long term business relationships.

Farmers should look to give added value to their product.

Farming systems can only be sustainable if they are economically viable.

An adequate farm income is necessary to support an acceptable standard of living

for farmers as well as to ensure required investment to improve the farm performances in the long-term.


	Not included.
	Included.

It is a very important aspect.  Farmers should be able to do basic accounting and evaluate the feasibility of their business in the long term.

	Indicators
	Green criteria: Cooperatives / exporters / associations systematically improve the capacity of producers and smallholders to access adequate agricultural services.

Cooperatives / exporters / associations develop a system for producers & smallholders to have access to adequate services.
	There are no specific indicators
	- The producer should look for relevant coffee specific technical information that enables sound

decision-making for the coffee production and should try to build up financial reserves in order to avoid being obliged to sell production for urgent need of cash.

- Sound financial management should be applied to assure liquidity during production,

harvesting, treatment and trade of coffee. This relates in particular to larger farms and cooperatives.

- The producer or organization should optimize timing of coffee deliveries and select efficient trading channels in order to be able to sell when conditions are favorable.
	
	Smallholders should have basic administration knowledge considering:

10.3 Basic Accounting Procedures

10.4 Long-term financial planning

	30. Farm diversification

Core element:

- The farm has not a 100% dependency on one crop
	Not included
	Not included.
	Included

The farm income has to be diversified, even with non agricultural activities
	Not included
	Included.

Diversification is seen as an important aspect to reduce the risk, but not obligatory.  It depends on each particular situation.

	Indicators
	
	
	- Overall crop cultivation and other economic activities should have a of fair return on use of labor, capital and land.

- The producer should look to diversify the sources of income by growing alternative commodities on the farm, either for on-farm consumption or to be sold

externally, as well as through the development of non-farming activities.


	
	For smallholders it is part of the indicators:

10.2.  The farm is diversified
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